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Shropshire – Quarterly Economic Update 

Each quarter Shropshire Chamber takes part in the British Chambers of Commerce national 
economic survey.  Below you will see the results for Shropshire, trending from as far back as 2009. 

If you and your company would like to take part in these surveys please contact  
policy@shropshire-chamber.co.uk giving your name, company name and the e mail to which 
reminders should be sent.  Please note this is only open to businesses in Shropshire and Telford & 
Wrekin.  Those in neighbouring counties should approach the British Chambers of Commerce to 
locate their nearest BCC accredited chamber. This survey is open to businesses from all sectors 
including public sector and third sector. The survey is open to any size of business from micro to 
massive.   

The data is used both locally and nationally to lobby those in power on the main topics of concern. 
The national survey is highly respected and is used by Central Government to understand the 
economic situation and pressures facing businesses in the UK.  

Executive Overview 

for Qtr. 

Qtr. 2 – 2019 (Survey undertaken over three weeks in May/June 2019) 

Headline BREXIT STILL CASTS A SHADOW ON THE WIDER ECONOMY 

Domestic sales have started to stagnate, whereas exports continued to grow.  Exporters feel that this 

positive trend will continue. Recruitment though currently strong but is expected to slow down.  Of the 60% 

who tried to recruit 70% had difficulty finding suitable staff, and now at all skill levels.  It seems that more 

local staff are being recruited than those from outside the County, as recruiting skills from outside proves 

hard due the rural nature of the area & perceptions about living here.  Cashflow and capacity have remained 

pretty static. Over 60% say investment in plant or training will remain unchanged. Confidence has dropped 

both in terms of profitability and cashflow, the Brexit shadow causing uncertainty and worry for many. The 

main fears are competition and exchange rates, in contrast we see a downturn in the number worrying 

about Corporation tax, which is in line with the decrease in confidence with relation to profitability. The 

delay in Brexit has caused further uncertainty and this is reflected in this quarter’s results. 

EXECUTIVE OVERVIEW 

mailto:policy@shropshire-chamber.co.uk?subject=Request%20to%20join%20the%20QES%20mailing%20list%20(POLICY)%20for%20Shropshire%20Chamber
http://www.britishchambers.org.uk/
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UK SALES 
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 EXPORTS 
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STAFF 
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STAFF…continued 
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CASH & CAPACITY 
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CASH & CAPACITY…continued 
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INVESTMENT 
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CONFIDENCE 
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FEAR FACTORS 
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OTHER FACTORS 


